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Please join us in welcoming our 
new Commanding Officer, Colonel 
George J. Flynn III, his wife Nicole 
and their family — along with 
Sergeant Major Tony Lappe — to 
our Fighting Fifth. We are honored 
to support their leadership as they 
build upon the proud legacy of 
the 5th Marine Regiment and carry 

forward the tradition of excellence forged by those who came 
before them.

We look forward to working closely with the Command to 
enhance the lives and morale of every Marine and family member 
— whether here at home or deployed around the world. Our 
mission remains unwavering: to support this elite fighting 
force and ensure their time with the Regiment is strengthened, 
meaningful, and deeply remembered.

As we enter this season of gratitude and giving, I am reminded 
once again of the quiet strength and sacrifice of our Marines, 
Sailors, and the families who stand so steadfastly beside them. 
While many prepare for festive celebrations, countless military 
families are navigating deployments, separations, and the unique 
challenges that come with a life of service, especially our young 
single Marines far from home.

At the Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group, our 
mission is simple but powerful — to ensure that these heroes and 
their loved ones never feel forgotten. Each year, your generosity 
allows us to bring holiday joy, practical support, and a reminder of 
community love to the 5th Marines and their families. Whether it’s 
a Christmas dinner for a young family, a heartfelt celebration for 
single Marines in the barracks, or emergency aid when it matters 
most — your support truly matters.

This season, I invite you to stand with us once again. To give not 
out of obligation, but out of shared gratitude — for those who 
serve not just one day a year, but every day. Together, we can 

make this holiday season brighter for those who sacrifice so much 
to protect the freedoms we hold dear.

On behalf of our Board of Directors, our volunteers, and the 
Marines and families we serve — thank you for your unwavering 
support. We are always better together.

On a last note, my term as President of the Dana Point 5th Marine 
Regiment Support Group is coming to a close.  I am deeply 
honored to reflect on 18 years of service since our organization’s 
founding. I will continue to serve on the Board of Directors as 
Immediate Past President, focusing on Public Relations and 
Marketing, and what I enjoy most, volunteering! We look forward 
to welcoming a new President at the start of 2026, confident in the 
enduring strength of our mission.

One mission I will not rest on is the completion and dedication 
of the Heritage Park Returning Home bronze sculpture in Dana 
Point. For five years, I have been committed to creating a lasting 
tribute to the brave men and women who serve our nation — 
and the families who stand faithfully beside them. This sculpture 
will be a permanent community treasure: educating, inspiring, 
and reminding future generations of the price of freedom and 
the strength of those who serve. Together, we can accomplish 
something truly extraordinary.

With heartfelt gratitude, we ask for your continued support by helping 
us reach the finish line and reach our goal by sponsoring a bronze 
plaque on the Wall of Honor or a brick paver for the monument site. 
Donations of any amount are deeply appreciated, and every dollar 
brings us closer to honoring the heroes who protect our freedoms 
and those who love them . With your dedication, generosity, and 
unwavering commitment —we can bring this lasting tribute to life 
for Dana Point and ensure that Returning Home stands as a timeless 
reminder of the courage, sacrifice, and commitment of our military 
personnel and their families.

With respect and appreciation,

Terry Rifkin, President, Dana Point 5th Marine Regiment Support Group

President’s Message

Thank you to everyone who joined us for this special evening of laughter, camaraderie, 
and community spirit! Our 10th Annual Laughs for Leathernecks at the Irvine Improv was a 
night filled with joy, generosity, and heartfelt support for our Fighting Fifth Marines and their 
families. A huge thank you to our boots-on-the-ground volunteers, our Board of Directors, and 
all our auction and raffle donors who made the event shine. 

Laughs for Leathernecks – What A Night to Remember!
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I wanted to take an opportunity to formally introduce myself and start off by saying I am so grateful 
to get the opportunity to serve in the most respected and battle-hardened Regiment in the Marine 
Corps. I will not take it lightly that my responsibility and obligation will be to carry on the legacy that 
this Regiment has lived up to and upholds! 

On July 18th, I took the assignment as the Command Senior Enlisted Leader to 5th Marine Regiment. 
I previously served in 3d Battalion 5th Marines from 2013-2016 and looking forward to serving the 
Marines and Sailors of the Fighting Fifth!

Throughout my time in the Marine Corps I have had the pleasure of serving in multiple units across 
the Marine Corps enterprise and I will pass my experiences and wisdom on so that the Marines, 
Sailors, and families will all have a sense of purpose and most importantly a sense of pride to serve in the most decorated Regiment 
the Marine Corps has to offer. 

In closing, after already being here 90 days I have been very pleased with our performance; the regimental staff has been busy 
supporting the subordinate battalions so they can successfully accomplish those mission essential tasks for their deployments. 
The Marines continue to impress me with their grit, determination, and winning mentality. I already can tell as the Regiment starts 
getting ready for deployment to Australia next year that I will be with a special team of Warfighters and will be blessed to serve 
alongside every one of them. I am exactly where I want to be in Grizzly Country!!!

Semper Fidelis, SgtMaj Tony Lappe “Grizzly 9”  

On October 30th, the proud tradition of Marine excellence and esprit de corps was on full display 
at the 250th United States Marine Corps Birthday Ball, held in Anaheim, California. Marines, families, 
veterans, and supporters gathered to celebrate two and a half centuries of valor, sacrifice, and 
service. The evening featured time-honored traditions, heartfelt camaraderie, and speeches that 
reminded everyone in attendance what it means to wear the Eagle, Globe, and Anchor.

Major General Thomas B. Savage, Commanding General of the 1st Marine Division, delivered a 
powerful and commanding keynote address as the Guest of Honor. His words echoed the strength, 
courage, and unwavering commitment that define Marines—past, present, and future.

Colonel George J. Flynn III, Commanding Officer of the 5th Marine Regiment, spoke with pride about his Marines and their legacy. 
His motto for his command— Regiment known as “The Fighting Fifth.”  The cake-cutting ceremony—a cherished Marine Corps 
tradition—served as the symbolic heart of the evening. The cake, cut with the Mameluke sword, honored the precision, honor, and 
heritage of the Corps. In keeping with time-honored custom, the oldest Marine present, Chief Warrant Officer 4 Jonathan C. Puckett, 
received the first slice, which he then passed to the youngest Marine, Lance Corporal J. Trejo, signifying the passing of wisdom and 
responsibility from one generation to the next.

Sergeant Major Chalk Talk 

Honoring 250 Years of Marine Corps Pride

Procession of the colors

Col Flynn and MajGen Savage 

Board of DirectorsIwo Jima Survivor, Charles Cram, centerCeremonial Birthday Cake 

Continued on next page
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Friends and families of the Fifth Marine Regiment, 

I’m honored to contribute to this newsletter for the first time 
as the Commanding Officer.  While it has been a busy past few 
months as our team prepares for the upcoming deployment 
to Australia as the command element for the Marine Rotational 
Force – Darwin Marine Air Ground Task Force (MAGTF), our jobs 
have been made easier by the support and care you give to our 
Marines and Sailors. I wanted to take a moment to thank you all 
and share about what we’ve been up to.

Since taking command in July, we quickly joined several key 
members of our staff, especially Sergeant Major Anthony “Tony” 
Lappe, the Regimental Sergeant Major.  Sergeant Major Lappe 
joins us from recruiting duty in the 4th Marine Corps District in 
Columbus, Ohio, and previously served in the Regiment as part 
of 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines from 2013 to 2015.  Sergeant Major 
Lappe has been a tremendous addition to the team, and the 
Marines and Sailors of the Regiment are fortunate for his leadership.

In August, we traveled to the Marine Corps Air Ground Combat 
Center in Twentynine Palms, California, for a major force-on-force 
exercise against our sister regiment, the 6th Marines.  For those of 
you who enjoy history, the 5th and 6th Marines fought alongside 
each other in France during World War I and were distinguished for 
their valor with the French Fourragere.  To this day, the 5th and 6th 
Marines are the only two units in the United States Marine Corps 
with the privilege to wear this award on their service and dress 
uniforms.  Although we fought against each other in this exercise, 
we both gained great training and built upon our long lineage of 
esprit de corps with our fellow Marines from the East Coast.

Our battalions are also still working hard to be ready for their 
assigned missions.  In September, 3rd Battalion, 5th Marines 
formed as Battalion Landing Team 3/5 (BLT 3/5) for their 
upcoming deployment at sea with the U.S. Navy.  You may have 
seen BLT 3/5 on the news or in person on 18 October, when they 
commemorated our 250th anniversary of the Navy and Marine 
Corps by demonstrating our full amphibious capabilities to Vice 
President Vance and Secretary of War Hegseth during their visit to 
Camp Pendleton.

In the next few months, 
the Fighting Fifth Marines 
and Sailors will have the 
opportunity to build 
camaraderie and enjoy some 
well-earned time off.  Marines 
across the Regiment will 
celebrate the 250th anniversary 
of the U.S. Marine Corps at 
Birthday Balls across Southern California, then will have the 
opportunity to celebrate Thanksgiving with friends and family.  
We are grateful for the support to our Birthday Ball on the 30th 
of October and I genuinely hope that those who attended had 
a wonderful time and learned a little bit more of just what we 
are about. I am very thankful for the Dana Point Support Group’s 
efforts to ensure that every Marine and Sailor in our Headquarters 
Company gets a Thanksgiving meal, whether they can make it 
home or not, through your very generous donation of food and 
labor on 25 November.  We also look forward to turning those 
Thanksgiving meals into muscle at the Dana Point Turkey Trot on 
Thanksgiving Morning.

As we approach the holiday season, our Marines and Sailors are 
looking forward to the famous 5th Marines Christmas Party, made 
possible by the Dana Point 5th Marines Support Group, where 
we will enjoy good tiding, and Santa will deliver presents to some 
very deserving children.  A few of our more amphibious warriors 
will also be able to attend the Dana Point Boat Parade and have 
lunch with Santa at the Dana Point Yacht Club.

I cannot thank you enough for the work the Dana Point Support 
Group provides for our Marines and Sailors.  Many of our young 
men and women are serving far from home for the first time, and 
your generosity and kindness strengthens them for the many 
difficult things they do each day.  I could not be prouder to lead 
such a fine Regiment, and I count not be more thankful for your 
loyal support throughout the years.

Semper Fidelis, Colonel George J. Flynn III, “Grizzly 6”

HAVE NO FEAR, THE 5TH MARINES ARE HERE!

Colonel Flynn invited a distinguished Guest to the 250th 
celebration: HM2 Pharmacist’s Mate Corpsman Charles Cram, 
an Iwo Jima survivor. Severely wounded by a sniper, Charles 
was awarded the Silver Star, Bronze Star, and Purple Heart for his 
extraordinary valor. It was a profound honor to be in the presence 
of a man of such courage and sacrifice. The young Marines in 
attendance truly stand on the shoulders of this giant.

The ballroom was filled with a sense of history and pride—every 
toast, every uniform, and every note of the Marine Corps Hymn 
a reminder of the Corps’ enduring motto: Semper Fidelis—
Always Faithful. As the celebration marked 250 years of service 
to our nation, one message rang clear: The spirit of the United 
States Marine Corps is as strong today as it was in 1775—
undaunted, devoted, and forever faithful.

From the Command Post

Honoring 250 Years of Marine Corps Pride, continued from previous page

Col Flynn presents Guest of Honor Maj 
Gen Savage with a special momento



Operation 
Holiday Magic

The Regiment will be leaving for Australia for training 
next March, and we want to make this season festive 
and memorable for our Marines and their families. 
Holiday Magic will take place from Thanksgiving 
through the New Year. We aim to make our single 
Marines in the barracks feel special with a catered 
Thanksgiving dinner, games, karaoke, gift cards, and 
other treats. 

Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, our Marines 
will train in Twenty-Nine Palms, and we look forward 
to welcoming them back with a grand holiday 
celebration. Santa will join us for “Holiday Magic” late 
December at Dave & Buster’s for a merrymaking 
event with dinner and game cards for over 
350 Marines and their families. Santa’s 
workshop will be filled with toys for 
small children and lots of gift cards for 
our teens, single Marines, and families. 

Because some of the 5th Marine battalions don’t have 
an adoptive city, “No Marine kiddo is left behind” and 
we provide toys to children across the Regiment.  

HERE’S HOW YOU CAN HELP: 

d	 Purchase a toy for a marine child 
	 and drop it off at any Dana Point location listed on 

our website.

d	 Too busy to shop? 

	 We will do the shopping for you! Donate at 
DanaPoint5thMarines.com under “Holiday Magic” 

or mail a check in the enclosed envelope.

 Let’s remember our military families 
this holiday season—families whose 

sacrifices secure our greatest gift: 
freedom.
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Board of Directors
Executive Board 
Terry Rifkin, President
Christian Asis, Vice President 
Patti Short, Treasurer
Cathy Nelson, Secretary

Directors 
Sherri Behar 
Jan Bennett
Dean Koukos
Judy Mastracchio
Sheri Schneringer
Mark Schuler
John Storment
Jill Watson

Our amazing Combat Golf Commander and DPSG Treasurer, Patti 
Short, completed the 100-Hole Ultra Golfathon — a true feat of 
endurance and heart! Patti went above and beyond, leading by 
example and showing exactly what we mean when we say — 
“We show up!”

Through her determination and drive, Patti helped raise funds for 
our Marines, Sailors, and families of the Fighting Fifth.

Fairways and fair winds, Patti — you are the definition of Semper Fi spirit!

Congratulations, Patti Short! 




